
L;a -ec, p, an on agenc,a , ursc ay tn  lec c tng
By RICHARDGOLB ~l~isprograrnismovingti~wm~l~ppose,.], stands as a solemnCalifornia’s system of water
At 6 p.m. Thursday at the Red-quickly. CalFed has released areminder of this region’s suspi-rights law, including the area of

ding Doubletree Hotel, repre-dr~ plm~ with ttn’ee alternativescion. ’I’he CalFed plan presentso~ conuNtmen~, ~ ensure
sen~tives of~e C~ Bay-Deltato solve the Bay-Delta prob-additional risks through its envi-region’s water supplies for future
prepare, a partnership of statelems. romncntal restoration objectives,grmvth and development; (2)
~d t~deral agencies, will present ~1 t~c~ ~mat.ives shoe s~- For example, some of thethe development of new surface
a draft plan that is designed toilar features to restore fish andrestoration actions call for thestorage projects in Northern
address environmental andwildlife habitat, improve wateracquisition of up to 30,000 acresCalifornia, such as the proposed
related water supply problezns inmanagement and develop n~wof farmland lbr habitat, as wellSites Reservoir, that could pro-
the Bay-Delta ecosystem, storage reservoirs, as the establishment of a mean-~de envkomnen~y sensitive off-

This plan, and how CaWed The plan identifies one ofderconidoralongtheSacrmnentostream storage; and (3) the
chooses ~ resoNe these problems,these alten~atives, Nternative 3,River and its tributaries, CaWedimplementation of a fully-
will affect all water suppliers ~dwhich recommends constructi~nis als~) considering an ambitiousfinanced plan to assist this
fm~ne~forye~me. Iencour-of a 10,000 cfs isol~ted transferc~n~iunctiv(,usep~,gr~un, ~dznayregion’s water suppliers and
age you to attend to learn morefacility around the Delta, as tl~ebare to h:vy new taxes or watert~ers ~ vN~y screen their
aboutflfis pro~am ~dofferyo~one with the most potential totbes in order to finance aspectsdiversions, improve flood control,
perspective on what it may ~neansolve these proble~ns, of the overall program. Butand undertake other environ-
for your community. No~hern California intereststhese conc~:rns are not reasons tomental restoration actions.

The Bay-Delta is a tremendousmust ~derst~d fl~e CaWed plm~walk away fl’om the process, at ~i’he real question is whether
economic and environmentalsowe c~t~to sbapeits outcome,least not yet. CalFed will adequalely address
asset to California and theas this program t~ffers broth CaWed’sw~n’k~m thedr~plm~this region’s needs. I believe the
nation, potential benefi~ m~dris~ toflfisis flu’J~’om over. Full discussionsanswer depends upon our

~enty-twomillion Californi- reNon. ~,n tim issues important to thisactions. Those who walk away
~srelyon~he Bay-Deltasystem The possible benefits mayregion are now underway,from or are cynical about, the
for drin~gwater supplies, mil-include construction of new sur-_,m~ e(t is also considering anprocess will only become politi-
lions of acres of productive far,n-face storage rese~oirs in North-(,xtension of the present June 1callyisolated ~tb no oppo~uni~
l~d~eir~ga~d~thwa~rfromern California to meet ourdeadliue tor public comment onto protect their resources or
the Bay-Delta, ~d much of Cal-region’s increasing water supplyits dr~.p]au m rec~gniLion of theimprove their situation.
ffo~a’s bus~ess economy u~zesneeds, as well as funding forcomplexity of the 3,500-page ~b truly protect, tl~s reNon, we
these water supplies, sNmonr~ovewandenh~cementdocument, must be involved, g~ile not

The Bay-Delta is the largestprojects such as fish screens for Northern California Water ideal, CalFed offers hope ofcoor-
es~ on the west co~t of No~a~cult~rM diversions. If the pro- Association has urged Clh~n ~ddination of state and federal
~e~ca ~d suppor~ more th~~am is successful and improvesWilson ad~ninistration otficials toactions and ultimately a resolu-
750 fish and wildlife species,the salmon fisher); it ~nay alle-extend the deadline.~’he CalFedtion to the Bay-Delta problems.
including 80 percent of all corn-~ate re~latory pressures on allprocess, despite its shortcomh~gs, Our choice is to either partic-
mercial iish species, several ofwa~r ~sem, ~clu~g Sacrmnen~ogbrs O~e r~al possibfliky that CM-ipate in the development ofa solu-
which are now listed under theValley farmers, i~rnia may ~:_flly resolve fl~e Bay- tion that t~ly benefits Northern
Endangered Species Act. But there are also risks.Delta’s envirtmmental m~dwaterCalifornia, or stand by ~dleave

Water supply and environ-Northern Californians have his-supply problems ~ and in turnthese decisions to others who are
mentM problems ~ the Bay-Deltato~cMly viewed ~ isolated facil- Northern California’s as well. less familiar ~th tt~s region and
have pla~ed state and federality with suspicion because of its NCWA has advocated thati~ n~s. I ~ the choice is cle~
agencies and water interests forpotential to damage the fisheryCalFed’s plan must address the~ fl~e way our needs will be met
d~ades.~ 1994, ah~lofsta~and jeopardize this region’stbltowb~gspecific concen~s, aswe~is by remaining committed and
and federal agencies signed anwater rights and water sup-aspr~vi(h~ a c,mprehensivesolu-involved, andin the process, xve
a~eement pled~ng cooperationplies, ti~m lbr tim n~,~,ds of Northern Cal-just may help solve the problems
on development of a long-term The 1982 vote on the Periph-.ifi)r~fia, hx the Bay-Delta m~d ~urs as well.
solution through a collaborativeeral Canal, which northern Cal- Tht’e(~ ol’t~ur r~’commeudations Nichatd Golb is executive ~ir~ctor of
eftbrt now ~own as CaWed. iibrnia counties overwhelminglyim’l,~de: I 1) th,~ reat’fimnation oi"No,hem CaliIomia WaterAssocialion.
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